
Spring Term Newsletter 2025 

 

Headteacher’s Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we come to the end of the spring term and look forward to the summer, I want to take a 

moment to reflect on the fantastic learning, hard work and achievements of our children over 

the past term. 



 

The end of the spring term marks a time for reflection and to celebrate the achievements of our 

children, as well as the dedication and hard work of our wonderful and dedicated staff members. 

I am incredibly proud of each and every one of our children for being ambitious, articulate, 

resilient,curious, kind and respectful throughout the term. 

As we look forward to the upcoming Easter holidays, I hope children, parents, carers and staff 

take this time to rest, recharge, and reflect on their accomplishments during this term.  

I would like to extend my appreciation to our team of teachers and staff who have worked 

tirelessly to create a supportive and enriching learning environment for all our children under 

challenging circumstances due to the  flood damage caused by the heavy rainfall in the autumn 

term. Hopefully, we will be back to normal as soon as possible with classroms being reinstated 

as we speak!   

As always, I remain committed to fostering open communication and collaboration between 

home and school. Please do not hesitate to reach out to us with any questions, concerns, or 

feedback you may have. Together, we can continue to work towards providing the best possible 

educational experience for our children. 

This term has been filled with exciting opportunities, from engaging classroom activities to 

enriching school events. World Book Day was a great success, with children and staff bringing 

their favourite characters to life and Science Week sparked curiosity and creativity across all 

year groups. We are also incredibly proud of the progress our children are making in their 

learning, demonstrating resilience and determination every day. I also hope to see the 

wonderful and creative Easter Bonnets on show for the Easter Bonnet Parade tomorrow! 

We will also be saying goodbye Mrs Hall and would like to say thank you for all her hard work 

and dedication in the DSP and Bonsai Class as well as her commitment in making a positive 

impact on the children. We wish Mrs Hall all the very best in the next chapter of her teaching 

career.  



As we look ahead to the summer term, we have more exciting events planned, performances, 

and trips to enhance our curriculum further inlcuding the summer disco and summer fair! We 

encourage all our families to stay involved and support their children’s learning journey. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish all the children across the school all the very 

best next term as they will be taking part in a number of DfE (Department for Education) 

Assessments: 

· Year 1 & 2 Phonics Screening Check 

· Year 2 SATs 

· Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check 

· Year 6 SATs 

It has been wonderful to see the enthusiasm and dedication from both children and staff as we 

continue to strive for excellence in all areas of school life. 

Wishing you all a fantastic Easter break and I look forward to welcoming you back for the start 

of the summer term and just in case we all forget, this will be Monday 28th April 2025.  

Kind Regards, 

Mr. Odedra  

(Headteacher) 

Attendance Matters! 

 

At Rushey Mead Primary school we take attendance and punctuality very seriously. We aim to 

have an attendance figure in excess of the current national average of 94.8.%. Attendance data 

is tracked by the Department for Education (DfE) and will adversely affect our Ofsted rating if it 

is below the required level. Our current attendance percentage is 95.4%, which is 0.6% greater 

than the national average.  



Well done to all those parents and carers who ensure that their child attends schools everyday 

and do not take extended holidays in term time!  

This is highlighted by the fact that persistent absence in school is at 15.9% which is 1.8% greater 

than the national average of 14.1%, which shows that there are still a significant number of 

children who take an extended leave of absence from school. This is something we must 

improve upon! 

If your child is absent from school, please contact the school office EVERY day of your child’s 

absence. Please either ring the school office and leave a message on the absence line or report 

your child’s absence via the school gateway app.  

If you do not contact the school, our Attendance Officer will ring you. Attendance is monitored 

on a daily basis and if your child’s attendance falls below 92%, the Attendance Officer will 

contact you. 

The school day starts at 8.40am. The school gates are open from 8.40am and close at 8.50am. If 

your child arrives after this time, then you MUST take you child to the office to be registered. 

These procedures are in place to ensure every child is accounted for in the event of an 

emergency and to ensure the health and safety of your child. 

Extended holidays will only be granted in exceptional circumstances; it will NOT be granted for a 

family holiday!  

How to apply for leave of absence for exceptional circumstances during term time. 

There is no entitlement to time off in term time. Holidays will not be authorised. If a 

parent/carer wishes to request a day or a period of leave, they are required to write to the 

Headteacher and completing the appropriate leave of absence form, which is available from the 

school office. This must be done at least 2 weeks in advance of the date of the proposed leave. 

You should expect to hear from us within 5 working days. Term time holidays will NOT BE 

AUTHORISED unless there are exceptional circumstances which might justify it, with each case 

considered on its individual merits. 

If a child has unauthorised leave of absence, parents/carers may either be issued with a 

Penalty Notice of £120 per parent/carer, per child (discounted to £60 if paid within 21 days) or 

the case could be referred by the Local Authority directly to the Magistrates' Court. 

If the holiday request is for 20 days or more and is unauthorised, the local authority has 

advised that a penalty Notice is unlikely to be issued and the matter is likely to proceed to the 

Magistrates’ Court for prosecution action instead.  



 

Rainbow's Nurture Group 

 

In Rainbows, our topic was Rocks, Relics and Rumbles. We have been learning about layers of 

the Earth, tectonics plates, earthquakes, volcanos and tsunamis. Children found it very 

interesting and learnt many new facts about our planet.  

They know where we can find the Ring of Fire and what happened in Pompeii. During our Art 

lesson, the children followed a short video on how to draw a volcano, with an impressive result! 

During our snack time, the children ate pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and they even tried Hot 

Cross Buns before Easter. 

Well done Rainbows. You have worked really hard! 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs Sheerin & Mrs Shepherd 



 

Nursery 

 

For our topic Dangerous Dinosaurs, we enjoyed leaning about the story of ‘Dinosaurs love 

underpantsΩ. We used our Talk for Writing strategies to help us retell the story. 



 

 

For Phonics we have been learning about rhythm. We learnt to count and clap the syllables in 

our names and everyday objects. 

 



 

For PE we have been practicing our Ball Skill – we have now developed our dribbling skills, using 

our feet to move with a ball.  

 

 



For Maths we been learning all about number 3 and number 4 and we have also been searching 

for long and short objects around our school! 

 

 



 

 



Reception 

 

During the Spring Term, Reception experienced online learning whilst the school continued 

ongoing repairs from the Autumn flood damage. Most children showed enormous resilience to 

the disruption and continued their learning via Teams.  

Thank you to the parents and carers who helped their children during this disruption. Giving 

your time and support to their learning made a significant difference. 

In English, Reception have enjoyed many traditional tales. The children have enjoyed ‘The 

Gingerbread Man’, ‘Cinderella’ & ‘The Enormous Turnip’. These traditional stories give a firm 

foundation in understanding simple story structures. The children have also learnt to identify 

story characters, as well as being able to be able to answer the question ‘who is in the 

story?’  They have started to express opinions about each character ’s emotions. 

 



 

 

 

Phonic lessons are delivered daily. Most children are now recognising a significant number of 

phonic sounds and are becoming increasingly confident in blending. The children are showing 

us how they can use these sounds in their reading and writing. Once again, thank you to all 

parents who spend time reading at home. This makes a real difference to the children with their 

reading confidence. Remember to return reading books on Mondays to have them changed.  

In Maths, the children are starting to recall number bonds to 10.  They have been learning about 

addition and subtraction.  They all enjoy singing many number songs and this is a great way to 

learn number facts.  



 

1 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_1-TrP9jwA 

 

2 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lD9tjBUiXs0 

Spring term always has so many festivals that we all love to celebrate. The children have talked 

about the significance of each. They made kites for Makar Sankranti. They have made cards to 

mark Mother’s Day as well as the religious festivals of Eid, Vaisakhi and Easter. The children 

enjoyed a warm Spring walk around the school grounds. They found many signs of Spring 

including flowers, buds and minibeasts. Now the weather is getting warmer, could we remind 

parents to send in caps and apply sunscreen before school. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_1-TrP9jwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lD9tjBUiXs0


 

 

 



 

The staff are very pleased to have booked a trip to Windmill Farm next half term. Last year it 

was a great day out and we hope for the same experience this year. More details will be 

forthcoming early next term. 

Have a lovely Easter break! 

Kind Regards, 

Reception Team  

 



 

 

 



 

 

Free and low cost ideas for Easter break  

Families looking for low-cost ideas for fun days out in Leicester during the Easter break, will find 

lots going on in their local library, museums and at various city centre locations. See details of 

events, links to booking sites and lots more ideas for holiday fun on the Family Hub Website 

below: 

Find Holiday Activities 

 

https://families.leicester.gov.uk/things-to-do-and-activities/school-holiday-activities/?dm_i=3WAY,1PJZT,6KVSAZ,6NJE0,1


Year 1  

 

As we wrap up the spring term, we are excited to share the wonderful learning experiences and 

activities that the Year 1 children have enjoyed. 

Our young historians learnt about the fascinating story of the Great Fire of London. To bring 

history to life, we recreated the event by building model houses and safely setting them on fire. 

This hands-on activity helped children understand the impact of the fire and the importance of 

fire safety. In addition to this, we had a fire safety assembly where children learned the crucial 

"Stop, Drop, and Roll" technique. This assembly was both educational and engaging, ensuring 

our children are well-prepared in case of an emergency. 

Our mathematicians have been busy learning to tell the time, focusing on "o'clock" and "half 

past." Additionally, they have been identifying coins and notes, gaining practical skills in 

handling money. These lessons are designed to build a strong foundation in everyday maths. 

In English, the children have been innovating the story "Dadaji's Paintbrush." This creative 

exercise has allowed them to explore storytelling and develop their writing skills. The 

imaginative stories they have created are truly impressive! 

In Year 1, we have also been working extremely hard in preparation for the phonics screening 

check this June. Their hard work and dedication are evident and we are sure they will do well. 

We are proud of the progress our Year 1 children have made this term and look forward to more 

exciting learning adventures in the summer term. 

Kind Regards, 

Year One Team.  



 

3 - Our young historians learnt about the fascinating story of the Great Fire of London. 

 

4 - We recreated the event by building model houses and safely setting them on fire.  

 

5 - Our mathematicians have been busy learning to tell the time, focusing on "o'clock" and "half past."  



 

6 - The children have been identifying coins and notes. 

 

7 - The children have been innovating the story "Dadaji's Paintbrush." 



Year 2 

 

In Year 2 this term we have been learning about Plant Survival. The children thoroughly enjoyed 

learning about Plants on their trip to the Botanic Gardens in March.  

The children sketched their favourite cacti in the desert house, they planted their own cress in 

the inside classroom, and they made their own natural art by using a range of materials.  

Everyone had a great day, and the children were extremely well behaved! Back at school we 

have been preparing for the children’s Key Stage One SATs, which will take place in May. The 

children have been working hard to become more independent in their reading, writing and 

arithmetic skills.  

Everyone has enjoyed our Geography learning about Beach Huts and we look forward to going 

on our school trip to Skegness in June! 

Kind Regards, 

Year Two Team.  



 

8 - Children enjoyed learning about Plants on their trip to the Botanic Gardens in March. 

 

9 - The children sketched their favourite cacti in the desert house! 

 



10 - The children took part in a workshop at the Botanic Gardens.   

The Importance of Healthy Packed Lunches! 

 

If your child had a packed lunch for school, please continue to ensure that it is a healthy packed 

lunch as we have noticed that some children are continuously bringing into school food which is 

not appropriate for children to have as they continue to grow. Children have been seen eating 

cold chips, burgers, pizza and other food types which are generally considered to be snacks 

such as crisps, biscuits and savoury Indian snacks as well as oily, fried food! 

Children in primary school are in a critical stage of growth and development. Providing them 

with nutritious packed lunches ensures they receive essential nutrients, vitamins, and minerals 

necessary for their overall health, physical growth, and cognitive development. 

A balanced and healthy lunch helps maintain stable energy levels throughout the day. Nutrient-

rich foods such as fruits, vegetables, whole grains, and lean proteins support optimal brain 

function, concentration, and cognitive performance, which are essential for effective learning in 

the classroom. 



 

Encouraging healthy eating habits from a young age sets the foundation for lifelong wellness. By 

introducing children to a variety of nutritious foods early on, they are more likely to develop 

preferences for healthy options and make better food choices as they grow older, reducing the 

risk of obesity and related health issues. 

Research shows a strong correlation between nutrition and academic achievement. Children 

who consume healthy meals are more likely to perform better academically, exhibit improved 

behaviour, and have higher attendance rates compared to those with poor dietary habits. 

 

11 - Which one of these packed lunches looks healthier to you? 

Promoting healthy packed lunches in school is vital for nurturing the physical, cognitive, social, 

and emotional well-being of children, laying the groundwork for a healthier and more 

prosperous future. By prioritising nutrition and wellness, parents / carers play a crucial role in 

shaping the health outcomes and habits of their children.  

On the other hand, if you would like your child to have a school dinner, we’re pleased to let 

you know that we now have a new catering company, Aspens, who are now providing meals 

for our children. 

The new provider offers a high-quality selection of healthy and nutritious food choices, 

designed to support your child’s wellbeing and energy throughout the school day. 



We would love to see more children enjoying school dinners, so we encourage more parents to 

consider signing up for school meals during lunchtimes. 

If you would like further information or support, please don’t hesitate to contact the school 

office. 

 

 

 



Year 3  

 

Year 3 have had an interesting term. We started the year with our Rocks and Rumbles topics; 

the children have enjoyed learning about the Earth, how it is made up and what happens when 

natural disasters occur. We have studied volcanoes and what happens when they erupt, 

earthquakes and tsunamis.  

Science week was amazing fun. Mrs Moody planned some memorable investigations, we all 

found the Ballon Rockets very amusing too! 

In English, we read Escape from Pompeii, which linked to our Rocks and Rumbles topic, the 

children really enjoyed this text. We followed the adventures of two children on the day Mount 

Vesuvius erupted. The book certainly captured their interest particularly how Pompeii was 

frozen in time. 

We moved on to The Firework Maker’s Daughter, another exciting book, this time following 

Lila’s journey through the jungles of Java and her climb up Mount Merapi – a very active 

volcano to learn the secrets of firework making.  



Our learning has been supported through drama. The children have loved being Lila, by 

following her treacherous journey through the jungle, stepping over snakes whilst tigers roar in 

the distance. 

Next term we have an exciting trip to look forward to as we are going to Creswell Crags to 

reinforce our learning on the Stone Age.  

The Year 3 children have coped well with being in a different classrooms whilst their own 

classroom is refurbished but are looking forward to moving back very soon! 

We wish everyone an enjoyable holiday and look forward to welcoming the Year 3 children back 

on Monday 28th April 2025. 

Kind Regards, 

Year 3 Team 

 

12 - Year 3 loved the balloon rockets! 



 

13 - The Firework Maker's Daughter made for an exciting read and involved lots of role-play.  



Year 4  

 

We have had a great start to 2025 in Year 4, with our biggest highlight being our trip to Cadbury 

World in February! We got to taste lots of yummy chocolate treats and find out how chocolate 

is made which linked to our English and science units: ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ and 

‘states of matter’. 

We also really enjoyed swimming this term and the children showed amazing perseverance and 

resilience. Lots of the children are much more confident and strong in the water and are excited 

to continue their lessons in Year 5. We finished our swimming sessions with a great game of 

water polo! 

We have covered sketching in Art, states of matter and classifying in Science, and rivers and 

mountains in Geography, alongside Maths and Reading.  

Next term, the children will be completing their Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) which covers 

all times tables from 2 – 12, so please continue to support at home to boost confidence and 



speed, ready for the check in June. Many of the children have improved their scores significantly 

over the spring term, so keep pushing! 

We hope you have a wonderful and restful Easter break and we would like to thank you for your 

continuing support for your child’s learning.  

Kind Regards, 

Year 4 Team 

 

14 - The Year 4 English and Science units of work were linked to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 



 

15 - Keep on practicing your times tables ready for the Year 4 DfE Multiplication Tables Check! 

 

16 - The children had a wonderful time at Cadbury World and learnt about the history of chocolate! 



Celebrating P.E. at Rushey Mead Primary School  

 

It’s been an exciting and action-packed term for P.E. at Rushey Mead Primary School with our 

children showing incredible talent, teamwork, and determination across a wide range of 

sporting events! 

Cross-Country Success! 

A brilliant start to the term saw 48 children proudly representing our school at a cross-country 

event in Victoria Park. All the children gave their best, and we’re thrilled to share that 4 pupils 

finished in the top 25, securing places in the county finals — an amazing achievement! 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Active Year 3 & 4!  

Our Year 3 & 4 children enjoyed a variety of sporting opportunities, attending 4 different 

events: multi-sports, tag rugby, tennis, and ultimate frisbee. In total, 68 children took part and 

showcased great enthusiasm and sportsmanship. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Wheelchair Basketball & Basketball Tournament  

A special shout-out to 8 lucky children who had the unique opportunity to take part in a 

wheelchair basketball tournament — an inspiring and memorable experience for everyone 

involved. Whilst in March were thrilled to reach the East Leicester finals — a first-ever for 

Rushey Mead! Congratulations to the team for making school history! 

 



 

 

 



 

Parallel Athletics Achievement 

8 boys from Years 5 and 6 represented us at the Parallel Athletics event, finishing in second 

place — our highest finish ever! 

 



 

 

Gymnastics Glory  

In an unforgettable performance, our gymnastics team brought home both Silver and Gold 

medals — another first for RMPS! We’re incredibly proud of the team and individual 

achievements at the East Leicester Gymnastics competition. A huge well done to all the girls 

involved — a true team effort! 



 

 

 



 

Well done to all the children who took part — your effort, attitude and team spirit were 

fantastic. And there’s still more to come in the summer term… we can’t wait! 

 

 



 

 



Year 5  

 

This term, Year 5 went on a fun and exciting trip to the Botanic Gardens in Oadby as part of 

their Sow, Grow and Farm  - Geography topic. The children enjoyed experiencing different 

climates and understanding how plants grow. Children had been given the opportunity to 

understand what Latin America is like and even got the chance to dress up. All three classes 

enjoyed this experience and we had many compliments from the staff at the Gardens. 

Science Week was an exciting time for Year 5! We had so much fun exploring different 

experiments and enjoying the hands-on activities. We loved getting involved in practical science, 

working together, and making exciting discoveries. One of the highlights was making slime with 

cornflour and water, which was messy but so much fun! The week was full of laughter and 

excitement as we explored new ideas in a fun and interactive way.  

The practical side of Science Week made learning so much fun. We can’t wait to do more 

experiments in the future! 

We wish you all a safe and happy Easter and look forward to seeing all the children back after 

half term. 

Kind Regards, 

Year 5 Team 



 

 

 



Year 6  

 

This term, Year 6 have been working especially hard in preparation for their upcoming Key Stage 

Two SATs. In Maths, they have been revising with great focus and have now completed the 

Geometry and Shape unit, developing a strong understanding of angles, symmetry, and 3D 

shapes. They are now reviewing previous units to strengthen their knowledge and ensure they 

feel confident across all areas. 

In Science, they have been exploring electricity by building circuits and testing their own 

investigation questions, showing great curiosity and teamwork.  

 



 

With the SATs beginning on Monday 12th May, we strongly recommend that the children 

continue revising and preparing for the tests over the Easter holidays by working through their 

old mock SAT papers, revisiting learning from their CGP revision booklets, reading 20-30 

minutes daily, visiting Cossington Library, completing their Times Table Rock Star games and 

using BBC Bitesize. 

 



Year 6 SATs Timetable 2025 

 

The Year 6 team would like to thank all parents and carers for their support this year as we now 

look towards the SATs and helping the pupils prepare for their transition to Year 7.  

Well done to all of Year 6 for their excellent effort and enthusiasm this term!  

Kind Regards, 

Year 6 Team.  

Rushey Mead Primary School Diary Dates: Summer Term 2024-25 

 



 

Have a lovely Easter break! 
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